
Atkinson News 

It seems as though we just returned from summer vacation all relaxed and 

refreshed and here it is the holiday recess is almost upon us. Where has the time 

gone? Here at Atkinson, the teachers and students are hard at work. Here are just 

a few activities that have occurred during the first few months of the school year: 

5Th Grade Sports Night  

On Friday, October 27, 2010, many 5th grade students and their parents turned out to 

participate in Atkinson’s annual Sports Night.  The Sports night program is organized by the 5th 

and 6th grade physical education teachers, Ms. Christina Bivona, Mr. Timothy Thom, Mr. Robert 

DeBonis, and Mrs. Barbara Shelley.  The children and their families worked together to win 

various relay races. They were competing together in such activities as scooter races and ping-

pong movement. Mrs. Arlene Easter even competed with her son!  A great time was had by all.   



 

 

 

 

Hispanic Heritage Celebration 

  

In honor of Hispanic Heritage month, which runs from September 15th through October 

15th, the students in both 5th and 6th grade performed in our annual Hispanic Heritage Assembly 

on Monday, November 1, 2010. 

 Students in all of our classes spent time reading about various Hispanic people that have 

made enormous contributions to society.  Some classes worked on biographies of these famous 



people.  Did you know that Mario Molina was born in Mexico City and that he is one of the 

pioneering discoverers of the Antarctic ozone hole? Or that Michael Cordua, who was born in 

Nicaragua, grew up to become a renowned and an award-winning business entrepreneur in the 

culinary industry?  

Some classes worked on comparing various foods eaten and clothing worn in many Latin 

American countries.  Original poems were written and recited, sharing the pride students have 

in their Hispanic roots. Latin American Idol was even performed!  Several classes worked 

together on the music and dance associated with Hispanic people.  Traditional and non-

traditional dances celebrating the Hispanic culture were performed. With the direction of Mrs. 

Ellie Koondel, six classes worked together to perform the Mexican Hat dance. The 5th Grade 

Dual Language classes headed by Mrs. Raquel Steffa, Ms. Carol Smith, Ms. Karen Wecksler and 

Team Leader, Mrs. Cheryl Johnson had students dance to “Waka Waka (This Time for Africa)", a 

song by Colombian singer Shakira, featuring South African band Freshlyground. 

 The 6th grade Dual Language classes headed by Mrs. Luz Fernandez, Mrs. Luz Velazquez, 

Mrs. Carrie Frederick, Mrs. Beth Smith and Team Leader, Mrs. Thesla Bongiorno performed a 

traditional dance from Mexico. They wore traditional clothing of long colorful skirts and 

peasant blouses for girls and black pants and white shirts for the boys.  

It was evident that all of the children who performed had worked very hard to prepare 

for this celebration. A fun time was had by all! 

 Practicing for a dance! 

    

Pioneer Day 

 The 4th Annual Pioneer Day has arrived at Caroline G. Atkinson Intermediate School! The 

students have spent the entire 2nd Quarter studying and researching all aspects of Westward 

Expansion in the United States between the years 1800 to 1850. As a culminating experience, 

the 5th grade students participated in activities that the pioneers in the 1800’s may have 

participated in. 

 On December 21, 2010, these same 5th grade students walked into the building 

transformed into pioneers. Many students dressed in period costumes to really immerse 



themselves in the whole experience.  These activities centered on the daily lives of the western 

settlers. Just a few of these activities were butter churning, cross-stitch sampler making, wagon 

wheel relays, creating miniature log cabins, panning for gold, and candle making. 

 The teachers dressed in period costume as well. Davy Crockett made an appearance as 

did Sacagawea and Annie Oakley!  

     

 

We have returned from the holiday break renewed. Our teachers have not only 

been working very hard during the school day, but they have even come in to 

work on a Saturday! Read on: 

MSTP Math Parent Day 

 Atkinson School hosted its first Parent-Student Test Prep Day for 2011 on Saturday, 

January 22.  Over 150 parents and students were treated to a pre-workshop lunch and then 

escorted to classrooms where they took a practice math state test with their children. Eight of 

Atkinson’s top math teachers, Ms. Cervini, Ms. Giunta, Mr. Caldwell, Mrs. Ferrarelli, Mrs. 

McMillan, Ms. Librizzi, Mrs. Steffa, and Mrs. Jackson, went over the test with the parents and 

students.  They explained the strategies used to solve each problem as well as offering tips to 

performing successfully on the state math test. 

Each parent-student team left with a book with 2 additional practice tests, and answer key, to 

work on at home. Parents spoke very enthusiastically about the program and asked about the 

next one which will be held in April.  

A very special thanks to Mrs. Carolyn Thompson, Director of Magnet Schools and Grants, and 

the 21st Century program for sponsoring this event!  



 

 

Teambuilding 

On January 28, 2011, Mr. Timothy Thom ran a professional development on working towards a 

common goal.  As teachers, our common goal is to have our entire group of students meet with 

success. He gathered 30 teachers from our building to work on an exercise about building team 

players and working together.  These 30 teachers were asked to travel from one side of the 

“island” to the other using only the materials they were given. They needed to work 

cooperatively and decide who would be responsible for what task. How did they solve their 



problem of making it across the sea to the other island? Take a look!  

 



 

 

 

It looks like learning can be both educational and fun! 

 

Court Jesters 

 Rainbow from the Court Jesters wowed the 5th and 6th grade students with his amazing 

basketball skills all in hopes of having these students and their families and friends join him on Friday, 

February 4, 2011.  Rainbow and his teammates squared off in front of the Atkinson All Stars.  The 

periods rotated several teachers that made up the Atkinson All Stars. Some of the players in attendance 

were Ms. Kerri Sparacia, Ms. Karen Wecksler,  Mr. Timothy Thom, Mr. Cormac Molloy, Mrs. Cathy 

Caldwell,  Mrs. Susan Cunnane, Mrs. Laura Zegers, Ms. Lindsay Volpe, Mr. Matthew Yatsyla, and  Ms. 

Nina Sasso  who was in charge of the cheerleaders!  

Chinese New Year 

 Gung Hay Fat Choy! Happy Chinese New Year!  It is the Year of the Rabbit and Team 6 

celebrated in style.  Mrs. McMillan, Ms. Gardner, Mrs. Jackson, Mr. Surval and Mrs. Ferrarelli 

encourage the school’s theme of Unity through Diversity, by discussing the Chinese New Year 

with each of their students. They chose Friday, February 11, 2011 to set up activities that 

Chinese children would see or make during the week-long festival. The children enjoyed a lunch 



featuring fried rice, steamed vegetables, chicken and broccoli, skewered chicken on a stick, egg 

rolls and fortune cookies.  While eating, they listened to a reading of, “Sam and the Lucky 

Money” by Karen Chinn. The afternoon’s activities had the children moving from classroom to 

classroom working on activities to share at home.  These activities were: Writing their name in 

Chinese, making a Plum Blossom Tree, Creating a Chinese Lantern, and Designing a Dragon to 

bring Prosperity for the upcoming New Year. 

 


