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The FTA Forum welcomes any comments or suggestions. Please feel free to 

send your suggestions to Eileen Shultis, FTA Forum Editor, at  

Freeport High School 

2010 Scholarships 
Children of Freeport Teachers Association members are eligible for          

scholarships through the Freeport Teachers Association and the              

Long Island Teachers Benevolent Fund. We congratulate the scholarship       

recipients and their parents on a job well done! 

 

  FTA Scholarships  
Gregory Rizzo son of Gregory Rizzo (FHS) and  

Alex Mc Manus son of Cynthia McManus (Columbus) were awarded the  

FTA scholarships for graduating seniors  

attending an out of district high school. 

Alexa  and Theresa (FHS) 

Markel 

College– SUNY Stony Brook 

Daniel Yako son of 

Martha (Giblyn)   

College– SUNY Albany 

Gregory Vurture son of 

Lisselote (FHS) 

College– N.Y.U. 

Danielle Napear daughter of  

Lori and Stu (FHS)   

College– SUNY Binghamtom 
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     When the effects of our lives work on the youth we serve is examined, the nobility 

of our profession becomes apparent to even the casual observer.  I am continually 

drawn to this thought every year at this time when many of our friends and colleagues 

transition to the next phase of their lives and we recall fondly and with great admira-

tion their work in our schools. 
 

     We too easily forget this idea of the noble nature of our work when we are fully 

engaged in our jobs during the year.  Summer brings a chance for us to kick back and 

reflect on our accomplishments during the past year.  Make no mistake — all of us have 

accomplishments in which to take pride.  You undoubtedly worked hard to create an 

environment in which you could succeed.  Take a few moments and enjoy your suc-

cesses.   
 

At some point you will need to turn your attention to the tasks that lie ahead.  You will 

start to make plans for the upcoming year, and decisions about what you will do differ-

ently so that you may be even more successful in the coming year. 

Reflective practices and adaptation are the keys to continually move towards success, 

an idea that will itself evolve.   
 

In the coming months, success in our jobs will be defined by a system that takes stu-

dent success into account in ways that are not yet defined.  This is certainly cause for 

concern, but also provides an opportunity for us to define success in our professions, 

something that has been difficult to define except by ―we know it when we see it.‖    
 

This is an excellent opportunity to critically examine our professions and determine 

what we need to accomplish and how we will make that happen to maximize our success.  

This is a great time to familiarize yourselves with the legislation defining evaluation of 

teachers and principals, as well as to better understand the ‗Race To The Top‘ initia-

tive and what this will mean to us in the future.  
 

Have a great summer! 
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Patricia Murray started working in the Freeport 

Public Schools in February of 2000. She was    

assigned to Atkinson as the school Psychologist.  

Prior to working on Freeport, Dr. Murray worked 

at Hofstra University in the student Counseling 

Center and taught Psychology courses. 

She worked at United Cerebral Palsy Center in 

Roosevelt as a Developmental Psychologist and 

begin a Head Injury Day Program as well as Stony 

Brook University Hospital as a research assistant  

in the Child Psychiatric Unit.  

She received undergraduate and graduate de-

grees in Psychology from  Stony Brook Univer-

sity. A PhD in Developmental Psychology, respe-

cialization in Clinical and School Psychology and 

neuropsychology for School Psychologists. 

Retirement will provide her additional time for  

family and interests. She is married to Charles 

Slepian Esq. and has three children & nine grand-

children. 

She will continue to pursue exploration of New 

York City and traveling, as well as reading, par-

ticularly mysteries. 

Judy Birnbaum 

Archer/Dodd 

Patricia Murray 

Atkinson 

Judy graduated City College of New York in 1969 

and received a Masters Degree in Speech Pathol-

ogy from Boston University in 1970.  She   began her  

career in Boston, Massachusetts, where she was a 

speech therapist until the birth of her first of 

three sons.  In 1982, Judy resumed her  career as a 

speech therapist in Freeport.  She was assigned to 

Archer Street Elementary School and Dodd Middle 

School, where she has worked ever since. 

 

Judy has touched the lives of many children over 

her nearly three decades of service to Freeport 

students.  As a speech/language therapist, she 

worked with regular education students, children in 

self-contained classrooms,  resource room and the 

inclusion/collaborative  programs.  Her contributions 

have consistently   promoted the best interests of 

her students. 

 

Judy thanks her many colleagues for their support 

and friendship throughout her career.  She looks 

forward to spending more time with her husband, 

children and grandchildren.  Judy is also excited 

about having time to pursue her hobbies, including 

traveling and gardening. She wishes all of you      

continued happiness and success in your careers. 
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ENJOY YOUR RETIREMENT 
 

Sharon Burton 

Bayview 
 

Larry Block 

Dodd 
 

Diane Blum-Brown 

New Vision 
 

Catherine Butterfield 

Giblyn 
 

David Gorin 

Giblyn 
 

Cathy Harbulak 

Columbus 
 

Robert Korshin 

Freeport High School 
 

Margaret Taboada 

Atkinson 
 

Maureen Willdigg 

Atkinson 

Doris 

Maccarrone 

FHS 

John  

Pizzo 

Dodd 

To our outgoing officer, building 
coordinators and delegates:  

Thank you for your dedication to 
the FTA! 

Tony Basile 

FHS 

Dr. Lloyd 

Burkett 

FHS 

Martin  

Harrison 

FHS 

Jeanne  

Frein 

Giblyn 

Marion 

Bencivenga 

FHS 
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Cooperation with the 

FTA, FTAA and PTA kept 

the community informed 

of budget concerns. 

Have a great summer! 


