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It is difficult to believe that we just started the new school year. September has already come and
gone. New technology, new curriculums and regulations, new courses and responsibilities, lots of accountability demands, not to mention the new students in our classrooms and offices.
It’s no wonder that we tend to feel overwhelmed. I see many of you early in the morning and late in the
afternoon and evening getting your work done and preparing for the next day. The demands on our time
seem to keep increasing every year.
As the president of your union, I understand the demands from your job, yet I am asking for some of
your precious time to support the activities we are undertaking as your union. These activities at first
may seem incongruent with your job.
You might ask why we are doing so much community outreach, almost as if we were a non-profit agency.
You might ask why we are spending so much time on social justice activities, or why we are working to
partner with local businesses and professionals in Freeport. You might ask why we are so involved in local, state, and national politics and why we are so concerned about laborers, telecommunications and
postal workers?
Let me assure you that, as your president, I do not have time to spend on activities that are not relevant
to you and your jobs. The landscape that has defined us as educators and defined the value of our work
has been transformed before our eyes in the last three years. It is now not enough to do our job well.
Without the support of our community to fund the programs that employ us we will be competing with
ourselves to provide these funds. In simple terms this means we provide the give backs in terms of
wages and benefits to provide the funds to fully employ our members or we provide the reduction of jobs
to provide the funds to run the programming that will employ the remaining members of our union.
Historically, we have been an important part of this community. We must become a vital part of this
community. The members of this community must be willing to undergo some economic sacrifices themselves to ensure the survival of the Freeport Public Schools. If our community is not willing to vote to
override the tax cap with at least a 60% yes vote, then we are in big trouble as a school system, a union,
and as individuals.
We cannot count on the current legislative group to maintain the rights that guarantee us wages and
benefits after our contract sunsets. The current laws which guide the way we now operate were the
result of legislation and certainly could be legislated away if the need arose as seen by legislators. One
needs only to look at Wisconsin, Ohio, and now the proclamations of Ed Mangano to see the ease at which
law can change or be demanded to change.
The impact of the tax cap will be felt for the first time in this year’s budget process, but will be fully
understood next year when the budget is revisited with no reserves remaining to tamper the impact of
the new fiscal restraints. I will be visiting each building in the coming weeks to speak with you about the
tax cap and its impacts on our situation.
We have many challenges facing us this year. I look forward to working with you to solve the problems
that confront our union, our profession, and our school system. I know that we have the creativeness,
the wisdom, and the energy to work together to create a successful future for each of us.
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October 5– Planning/
Action Meeting at
Atkinson
October 25 – Action
Meeting at Bayview
School

FTA EVENTS
October 15th
Cancer Walk/
Family Day at FHS
October 16th
Breast Cancer Walk/
Jones Beach
October 22nd
Dollars for Scholars
FHS Homecoming

Important Phone Numbers

FTA Office- 442-0373
Personnel-867-5202
Retirement-867-5394
Certification-867-5202
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Have a wonderful year!
FTA FORUM
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FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL
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FTA, FTAA and PTSA
Meet at EB Elliots
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AFT President, Randi Weingarten and
Richard Iannuzzi, NYSUT President
Visit Freeport Schools

Randi and Dick participate in
NJROTC class.
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Political Action
FTA at Nassau Coliseum
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Your FTA Executive Board

Stu Napear
President

Sallyann Doyle
Membership Chair

Aneesah
Suzanne Caravousanos

Abdus-Shakur

1st Vice President

2nd Vice President

James Stalzer
Grievance Chair

Greg Rizzo
Secretary

Patricia Belfi
Diane Saunders
Political Action

Educational Research
and Development

All Executive Board members can be
reached through the FTA Office

Visit www.freeportteachers.org for a list of FTA committees.
Go to Leadership tab and click on Committees tab for a description

Contact your building coordinator if you are interested in serving
on a committee
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Eileen Shultis
Publicity/Treasurer

The FTA Forum welcomes any
comments or suggestions.
Please feel free to send your
suggestions by email to
Eileen Shultis, FTA Forum Editor,
at
e.shultis@freeportteachers.net

