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on Friday June 8th.
The event was well attended and enjoyed by all!

Important Phone Numbers
FTA Office-442-0373

Payroll-867-5208

Health Benefits-867-5205

Central Administration

Retirement-867-5394

867-5200

Certification-867-5202

Substitute Registry–
jacobssubservice.com

Personnel-867-5202

Credits-867-5201

NYSUT (Nassau) 496-2035
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2012 Scholarships
Children of Freeport Teachers Association members are eligible for
scholarships through the Freeport Teachers Association and the
Long Island Teachers Benevolent Fund. We congratulate the scholarship
recipients and their parents on a job well done!

FTA Scholarships
Eric Parigoris son of Peggy (FHS) and Victoria Grempel
daughter of Michele (Bayview) were awarded the
Scholarships for graduating seniors attending an out of district high school.

In addition to the FTA
Scholarship, Eric Parigoris
was awarded a LITBF
Scholarship. Congratulations!

Janika Royall and Bart Zvitcovich were awarded the scholarships for
Freeport High School students

Eric Parigoris son of
Peggy (FHS)

Victoria Grempel daughter of
Michele (Bayview)

Carnegie Mellon University

The Juilliard School

Janika Royall (Delaware State University)
and Bart Zvitcovich (Saint John’s University) with Stu Napear at FHS Awards Night.

Freeport Teachers in Action
Department and Building Scholarships
are offered through the generosity of
FTA and FTAA members.

Nela Hawthorne (FHS Business)
with Jason Araya.

Carol Gilliam & Florence Bell (FHS)
present the Black Educators of
Freeport award to Carlene Morgan.

Sarah Molese (FHS) presents the
Health Services award to Tyler Adams
and Natalie McLeod
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Lissette De La Cruz , Rebekah Lieberman &
Leiry Rodriguez-Marine with Judy Kupi (FTAA).
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I just wanted to thank you for all of your support and ideas during my first three years as your President. We have surpassed my expectations for challenge and change. The landscape has changed dramatically, starting in September of 2008 with the crash of Lehman Bros and the following near collapse of
the banking system, which spurred the economic recession which we still find ourselves into today.
President Obama’s election ushered in a new educational game plan called Race To The Top, which resulted in the NYS education law 3012.c better known as Annual Professional Performance Review (APPR) for
both teachers and principals that we are still working to complete at this time. Concurrently, we have
been asked to adapt to the new Common Core State Standards, some of which have been completed and
some of which have not yet been written, while still using and being tested under the old curriculum system. Add to this mix a new format called Student Learning Objectives (SLO’s), which will be required to
be completed by most classroom teachers during the first quarter next year. These SLO’s will drive
20% - 40 % of how teacher’s assessment numbers will be derived. And let’s not forget about the fact
that the State has joined PARC (Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers) and
plans to roll out new exams that are supposed to be computerized by 2014-15 to assess the new Common
Core Curriculums we will be teaching.
We do all of this with $2.3 million less in state aid than we had in the 2009-10 school year. We do all of
this with no new aid from the federal gov’t. We do all of this with a new cap in place on the revenue we
can raise from our community unless we want to try to get our community to pass the budget with a 60%
supermajority vote. We do all of this in a time of extreme attacks on public and private union workers,
our benefits and our pension system, in a time when even democratic leaders have joined in these attacks.
This year has been a difficult year. We have all faced tremendous pressure this year to complete modules and rework curriculums. We have been asked to figure out how to get better results with no real
improvements in our working conditions. We have been asked to reassess how we have done our jobs and
try to figure out how to improve on these practices. Some of us have had data to examine, some of us
have not. Some have received the data in the middle of the year, not the best time to review data in
order to make pedagogical revisions. Some of us have had the time to sit down together and work on
these issues, and others have not had the same opportunity. We continue to spend inordinate amounts of
time testing. On top of all of this we had to deal with the reality of serious budget shortfalls and the
modification of our contract and the efforts to pass the budget.
Yet through all of this you have managed to do your jobs of teaching and attending to the students well.
You have put forth an amazing effort in the face of all of these challenges. The near future doesn’t appear to get any easier or appear to be any less of a challenge, but hopefully we can learn from our experiences this year and know that we can survive and thrive in the face of any obstacle. I look forward to
working with you to find and create, if necessary, the solutions for our continued success.
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Dolores Swick
Freeport High School
Valerie Piali

New Visions

Mary Ann Gorman

Dodd

Mary Lou Giuta

Atkinson

Marion Rizza

Columbus

Ana Marie Fruchtnis

Columbus

John Schreiber

Columbus

Sam Nepote
Freeport High School
Mary Jean Tucker

Freeport High School
ENJOY YOUR RETIREMENT
Eleana Koondel

Atkinson

Janet Sganga

Dodd
Martha Yako

Columbus
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FTA/FTAA Recognition
FTA and FTAA Retirees, 10 year and 15 year members
were honored for their service to Freeport.

Enjoy your retirement!

15 Year FTA Members

10 Year FTA Members

Have a great summer!
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